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Section Plan 
(Retractable Seating  Platform Extended)

Section Plan
(Retractable Seating  Platform Retracted)

Multimedia Theatre
Run Run Shaw Creative Media Centre

Last update: October 2017
All measurements are for reference only

Project title:
Event Date:

Scale: 1:100 (A3)

ring 1

ring 2

ring 3

MMT TRUSS (8 descendable sections) 
H = ~8000

L = 18900

W = 11500

SoundLab HOA (hemispherical, 3 rings, all loudspeakers ~5.5 m from centre point) 
ring 3: 4 loudspeakers in descended truss (fixed)

ring 2: 8 loudspeakers on extensions from descended sections (TBC)

ring 1: 12 loudspeakers on stands (move in/out)

2-4 subwoofers
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A Meta-Analysis of Project Classifications in the 
Data Sonification Archive 

Ɣ PerMagnus Lindborg, SoundLab, School of Creative Media, City University of Hong Kong, 
pm.lindborg@cityu.edu.hk (corresponding) 

Ɣ Valentina Caiola, School of Creative Media, City University of Hong Kong 
Ɣ Manni Chen, School of Creative Media, City University of Hong Kong 
Ɣ Paolo Ciuccarelli, Center for Design, Northeastern University, Boston, United States; 

Department of Design, Politecnico di Milano, Italy  
Ɣ Sara Lenzi, Faculty of Engineering, Universidad de Deusto, Bilbao, Spain; Ikerbasque, 

Basque Foundation for Science, Bilbao, Spain, sara.lenzi@deusto.eus (corresponding) 

Abstract 

This systematic meta-analysis focuses on a corpus of 445 sonification projects currently available in 
the Data Sonification Archive (DSA). The DSA was created in a collaborative process involving 
researchers and creative communities, and has been online since early 2021. Projects are 
heuristically classified according to a theoretical framework, the Sonification Canvas, which is 
being developed in parallel. The classifications specify projects by several aspects, in particular 
their intended purpose, targeted users, subject matter, sonification method, and combination of 
media. In the present study, we introduce two computational classification methods, respectively 
based on k-means clustering of music information retrieval of sonification audio, and topic 
modelling of the descriptive texts accompanying projects. Correlation analysis between the six 
curatorial classifications and the two computational classifications, correspondingly sized, showed 
that the text-based automatic methods we employed might be more powerful than the audio-based 
methods we had access to. We also explored further aspects of the DSA, including author gender, 
measures for textual lexical diversity of descriptions, and sonification duration. The bulk of projects 
are recent, and we report trends over time for the past three decades. The discussion focuses on how 
author intentionality can be understood and described in sonification projects that often incorporate 
both informatical and musical perspectives. 

Introduction 1 

The Data Sonification Archive (DSA) was conceived and launched in early 2021. Curated by two 2 
of the present authors (Lenzi, Ciuccarelli), it receives its material directly from authors - 3 
researchers, composers, technologists - in the community. The DSA is intended as a collaborative 4 
effort to chart the territory of the rapidly growing field of sonification and explore how it is 5 

In review: Journal of the Audio Engineering Society (JAES)



Charting the Scene(s) of Sonic Arts
in Hong Kong

RYO IKESHIRO , DAMIEN CHARRIERAS and PERMAGNUS LINDBORG

City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong
Emails: ryo.ikeshiro@cityu.edu.hk; dcharrie@cityu.edu.hk; pm.lindborg@cityu.edu.hk

This article analyses recent developments of sonic art in Hong
Kong. Based on a series of in-depth interviews with 23 local
sonic art practitioners over the past six years, we discuss the
contextual understanding of what constitutes ‘sonic art’ among
local practitioners, along neighbouring terms such as
‘electroacoustic music’, ‘experimental music’ and ‘computer
music’. We also give a description of the new generation of
sonic art practitioners who emerged over the past ten years,
contributing to a renewed sense of professionalism. These
developments can be understood in relation to four aspects: a
strong cluster of interrelated higher education institutions; a
shift in public policy supporting ‘art and tech’ projects and
cultural organisations; specific individuals, practitioners deeply
invested in what we here define as sonic arts, acting as passeurs,
connecting underground and academic milieux; and the
international integration of Hong Kong-based sonic artists and
promoters.

1. INTRODUCTION

This article analyses the development of sonic art in
Hong Kong over the past decade. Recently there
has been a renewed interest in the different forms
taken by the sonic arts in Southeast Asia (Lindborg
2014; Fermont and Della Faille 2016; Lippit 2016)
and East Asia (Battier and Liao 2018; Ikeshiro
and Tanaka 2019. But little academic research has
documented the sonic arts in Hong Kong (Lo 2014;
Yraola 2020; Charrieras and Mouillot 2021).
Electroacoustic music (EAM) made in Hong Kong
is not widely known in the West (Battier and Liao
2018). Comparatively speaking, exponents of more
commercially oriented genres such as EDM may be
more established internationally (Charrieras and
Mouillot 2021).
Although Hong Kong is seldom mentioned when

discussing the development of the sonic arts, the city
has experienced considerable progress in this field,
particularly over the past decade, and witnessed the
rise of a new generation of sonic art practitioners
whose characteristics differ markedly from past local
underground and experimental music makers.
To explain the emergence of the current generation

of sonic artists in Hong Kong over the past decade,
our present analysis focuses on five key aspects: the

current understanding of sonic arts in the local commu-
nities with the descriptions that these practitioners have
provided of their practice; the role of higher education
institutions; a shift in cultural policy; the key role of
passeurs; and the international integration of different
generations of Hong Kong-based sonic artists. The
analysis demonstrates how the sonic arts are happening
in a dynamic ecosystem crossing different institutional
levels, musical practices and people.

2. EAM AND SONIC ARTS IN HONG KONG

The term electroacoustic music designates the conflu-
ence of the French and German traditions, that is,
musique concrète and elektronische Musik, as well
as subsequent developments (Emmerson 1986). As is
well known, the ‘EAM approach’ began life at various
national, state-funded radio broadcast stations. Most
were to be found in the West, the one notable excep-
tion being Japan (Chadabe 1997; Fronzi 2018).
As both form and aesthetic, it subsequently took root
in academic institutions, often in their music depart-
ment and consigned to some dusty corner where
noises made by artificial means were safe from banish-
ment. Meanwhile, the term sonic art describes a
broader range of artistic practices involving sound.
In the case of Hong Kong, it is used not only as a
synonym for electroacoustic music, but also includes
live electronics, soundscape composition, noise,
sound in contemporary art – such as sound art, sound
installation and sound sculpture – and finally, sound
in conjunction with other media such as film and
video, in multimedia or media art (Wishart and
Emmerson 1996).
One of the artists interviewed for this article, Alex

Yiu, goes so far as to say that ‘Hong Kong lacks a ded-
icated EAM scene, instead integrating “underground
or academic electronic music and even new media
art/sound art in general”’ (Yiu 2021: Q5; referring
to Question 5 in the Supplementary file). In fact, sonic
arts in Hong Kong often display a distinctly localised
character. Another interviewee, Esther Wu, remarks
that ‘HK sound artists love including distinctive
HK street sounds and Cantonese in their works’.
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Workshop on Open Ambisonics Toolkit

https://soundlab.scm.cityu.edu.hk/2023/08/07/
workshop-with-open-ambisonics-toolkit/ 

Workshop on Spatial Audio

https://soundlab.scm.cityu.edu.hk/2022/11/16/spatial-
audio-workshop/ 

SoundLab presents Sascia Pellegrini

https://soundlab.scm.cityu.edu.hk/2023/02/10/
soundlab-presents-sascia-pellegrini/ 

Data Art for Climate Action

https://dataclimate.org/ 
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Come visit us in Hong Kong!

PerMagnus & Ryo
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